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tliat its editor had the finest prospects of success, the press, and particularly the South and West, being warm in  his  cai;se, and an excellent  list of Subscribers having been already secured; tins " stern, just, and competent critic," it concluded, would now take the editorial chair of "Graham's." Poe's hand may be clearly seen in the critical department of " Graham's " as early as February, but liis responsibility as editor in charge did not begin until the April issue.    From that time until June of the next year he contributed to every number, much of what he wrote being of his best work, This period of his authorship is especially distinguished by a remarkable quickening of his powers of analytical reasoning, by virtue of wliicli lie struck out a new vein of notion.    The first notable sign of tbis mental development is in the articles contributed to " Alexander's "Weekly Messenger," about January, 1840, while he was still engaged on Burton's magazine, on the subject of cryptography, to which reference has already been made.    In July, 1841, be returned to the subject, in " Graham's," and again received and translated several intricate cryptographs.    On the first of May previous, when Graham's weeldy, the " Saturday Evening Post," appeared in an enlarged and improved form, lie gave distinction to the number by an analogous exercise of his analytical powers,—his successful exposure of the plot of " Barnaby Rudgo '' from  the material afforded by the introductory
